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	DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE APPOINTS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR PLACEMENT SERVICES

 
FRANKFORT, Ky. – The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) announced that Monica Ann Edmonds has been appointed as executive director for placement services.  Edmonds replaces Otto Joe Payne.

Prior to joining DJJ, Edmonds worked for the Department of Corrections identifying Re-entry and evidence based programs; updating and interpreting the institutional database and assisting with jail audits.  She also spent 11 years with Louisville Metro Department of Corrections where she ensured the inmate booking and intake process, managed the daily operations of the inmate population and monitored the corrections work release program.  She also served on the Kentucky Parole Board under Gov. Steve Beshear.    

“Monica’s extensive background in criminal justice makes her an ideal choice for this position. I am confident she will draw on her experience and commitment,” said DJJ Acting Commissioner Hasan Davis. “We are pleased to have her join the Department of Juvenile Justice.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Edmonds will oversee juvenile classification and placement functions, juvenile transportation services, detention alternative programming and services with private child care contractors. 
 

“Kentucky is a leader when it comes to juvenile justice issues.  I appreciate the opportunity to work for DJJ,” said Edmonds.  “I look forward to working with the staff to make Kentucky’s youth productive, responsible citizens.”

Edmonds received a bachelor of science degree in police administration from Eastern Kentucky University.  Edmonds’ appointment became effective Jan. 1, 2012.
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